January 16th, 2005

Hi Gavin

Again not much to report; only three entries in my diary. Temperatures dropped again to almost the level they reached last weekend. For the run yesterday, I went a little slower and ran a shorter distance. Wore a pullover but knew it was not so cold as I had to take it off after half an hour. 

Last Wednesday, Tung Chee-Hua gave his annual budget address. This is supposed to be about what the government will do in the coming year and how it will spend its money. But a lot of it was almost a confession about what the government, and he himself, have been doing wrong. All very contrite after the 'ticking off' by the Prime Minister a few weeks ago.

Yesterday it was announced that China and Taiwan had agreed to direct air links between the two places, the first since the communist victory in 1949. The negotiations took place in Macau. It was expected they would be long and difficult. Instead, they were conducted in a very friendly atmosphere and were all completed in two hours. Flights will take place for one month over the lunar new-year period between several cities in the two places. However, all flights must pass through HK air space! In the past, flights between the two places had to land in a third territory, which was almost always HK. 
The other night there was an interesting '60 minutes' report on research being carried out in England into the use of dogs to detect cancers by smell and on a publication in the BMJ. Dogs, of course, have a very keen sense of smell. As many diseases, including cancers, give off smells, dogs can often detect these where humans can’t. So they have been teaching dogs to detect particular cancer smells. And it seems they are quite good at it. In one experiment, when given several dishes from which to detect the one that was cancerous, dogs kept detecting the wrong one. The scientists thought the experiment was a failure until the sample in the dish was analysed again and actually found to be cancerous. Then there are the anecdotal reports (not scientific experiments) of dogs doing this. In one example, a woman’s pet dog kept getting agitated after smelling a mole on her leg. She had the mole tested and it turned out to be malignant. 

Saw on TV the results of the recent heavy rains and floods in Europe. Also saw those in the Carlisle area. Carlisle is in northern England. We passed through there on our way from Kesick (Beatrice Potter country) in the Lake District to Scotland. Carlisle has a big castle in which they have reconstructed some of the old-time furniture. We took pictures of you sitting on some wooden chairs/thrones. (Don’t get confused with the castle in Scotland where you sneaked a seat on some chair/throne, which you were not allowed to sit on!)

Just heard on the radio news that the soldier, convicted of abuses in the Baghdad jail, was sentenced by the military court to 10 years in prison. The soldier’s father’s reaction was that this was a ‘victory for Rumsfeld and his awesome power.’ I don’t think the senior members of the administration can escape all blame in this affair. 

That’s it for now. 

Cheers.
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